quest of Richard De Wolfe Brixey brought the portrait of Midshipman Augustus Brine.
The American War of Independence cut the life and work of Copley in two, giving a firstrate painter to two countries. When he sailed from America in June, 1774, Copley left behind him a formidable body of solid, finely painted portraits, in which he owed very little to any other artist. Indeed, there were few painters to influence him and practically no works of the Old Masters to see. He felt this isolation keenly, and his desire to study abroad was the most compelling factor in his decision to go. He had no idea then that he would never return to America. Two months after his arrival in England he started on his longplanned European tour, which lasted until late in 1775. That he was affected by his contact with English and European painters was soon apparent in, the change in his style and also in his subject matter. 
